COMITTED TO THE ARTS

Dance, Art, Music and Theatre come together to offer cobesive support to arts education.

ounded in November of 1996, the
F Meredith Center for Women in the
Arts unites faculty and students,

campus and community for learning,
teaching, research, creation and perfor-
mance of the arts. Long recognized for its
excellence in the performing and visual
arts, Meredith has renewed its commit-
ment to significant investment
in arts support and funding with
the creation of the Center.
Serving as a steering committee
for the Center and its projects
are Rebecca Bailey, head of the
Department of Art; Alyson
Colwell-Waber, director of
dance; Jean Jackson, vice presi-
dent for student development;
David Lynch, head of the
Department of Music, Speech
and Theatre; and Cathy
Rodgers, 76, director of theatre.

With the participation and the
support of faculty and students across the
traditional boundaries of discipline, the
Center brings together art, dance, music
and theatre for planning, production,

performance, proposal writing and pro-
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... Meredith
has renelwed
its commitment
to significant
investment in arts
support and funding
With the creation
of the Center.

motion. According to Jean Jackson,
the Center provides a “structure which
enables faculty across the arts to work
together.”

Making Meredith a center for the
arts had been a goal for some
faculty and students for more
than ten years. During the fall
semester of 1996, Initiative
2000 endorsed a STAMATS
recommendation that Meredith
develop centers for excellence
in 2 number of areas of study.
Jackson was named to oversee
the creation of the centers.
Meredith’s strong reputation
in the arts made them a logical
beginning for work that will
evolve over the next several
years.

Since its inception, the
Center has provided the
Meredith community with a
cross-disciplinary schedule of
arts events and is accumulating
the accou-
terments of
a real orga-
nization:
stationery,
buttons,

a phone
number,
and banners
on every
building

on campus that features
some arts education or
display.

But the Center is
more than just an orga-

nizing committee — it is

... the next
five years wil
be an important

lime of growth as
Meredith conlinues
to develop i vision
for the future
of the arfs.

In April, the Meredith Center for Women in the Arts sponsored a
kick-off celebration showcasing student talent in dance, music,

about women having access to the arts. As
Jackson says, “The arts are imbedded
deeply in our culture — a means of pre-
serving and celebrating our civilization.”
The Center is committed to exposing
women to art. “At a time
when the arts are under such
scrutiny,” says Jackson, “it is
vital to ensure access to all

the arts.”

The commitment
Meredith College has made to
the arts is evident not only in
the support of the Center, but
also in the physical changes
being made on campus. The
Margaret Weatherspoon
Parker addition to
Weatherspoon Physical
Education and Dance
Building was completed in
1995. Renovations to provide choral
rehearsal space and music education class-

rooms are nearly complete in Jones Hall.

All of the work has involved the faculty

theatre, and visual arts.




sor Cctherme
_ Rodgers, 76,

Students exhibited their drawing and painting
talents during the Center’s kick-off celebration.

and other experts in arts spaces; acoustical
engineers have fine-tuned the choral
space, and Weatherspoon features a spa-
cious dance studio with a sprung floor
and natural lighting.

What’s next for the Meredith Center
for Women in the Arts? Jackson says the

next five years will be an important time
of growth as Meredith continues to devel-
op its vision for the future of the arts.

Rodgers is excited to see the com-
mitment Meredith has made. The College
is one of few schools in the state to offer
teaching licensure in all areas of the arts,
and according to Rodgers, opening the
Center confirms the idea that “teaching
the arts has a significant effect on all
learning.”

Colwell-Waber agrees. “For an
educational institution such as Meredith
College to embrace the importance of
artistic exploration and creation and to
recognize the unique value of arts educa-
tion shows leadership and vision,” she
says. &»

Kimberley Debus, "98, 23% student,
contributed to this story.
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